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In February 1938 the ®rst editorial in the Journal of Investigative
Dermatology planned ``to assemble and make more accessible the
important investigative work dealing with the skin'' so that ``a
different kind of Journal, one of diversi®ed interest and in¯uence
may come into being''. At the end of the editorial it is stated, ``The
Editors on their part pledge themselves to do the best job they can;
to try to select fairly and objectively and to give the earliest possible
publication to a careful selection from the contributions submit-
ted''. Although the world has changed, and the editor was in
swaddling clothes when the JID began, stating our goals ± scarcely
different from those stated 64 years ago ± and the means of
attaining those goals, is no less important today than in 1938.
What are the challenges and changes that this scienti®c journal faces
in 2002? Investigative Dermatology and Cutaneous Biology are
vast investigative arenas with a plethora of analytic techniques and a
perfusion of diverse disciplines from molecular imaging to
epidemiology, including the traditional basic sciences of dermatol-
ogy: morphology, biochemistry, immunology, microbiology,
physiology, and pathology. Investigators have become ultra-
specialized in their subdisciplines, although they may use identical
analytical techniques to perform their work.
A challenge for the investigator is to delve deeper and deeper
into their study of interest while appreciating and utilizing the
advances of parallel investigative endeavors in cutaneous biology
and biological research in general. The JID can serve a valuable role
for the investigative community through reviews and commentar-
ies. Reviews and commentaries will emphasize the signi®cance of
the articles we publish, and draw the attention of our audience from
their subspecialties to the general and cross-disciplinary progress of
our ®eld as a whole. The editorial board and other members of our
community play a critical role in the generation and the very
important timely peer-review of submitted manuscripts.
Science is the quintessential human activity ± it takes mind,
heart, and emotions, and the desire to extend the limits of current
understanding. By its nature, even at its most exact and profound,
science is incomplete in its explanations, but self-correcting as it
steers itself away from the occasional wrong path. The JID editorial
board and staff appreciate the progressive yet incomplete funda-
mental nature of science and must judge manuscripts with this
understanding.
Science is more and more a ``group sport'', with interdisciplinary
teams and sophisticated high-throughput equipment that allow for
the testing of more complex hypotheses. The JID will publish new
ideas and new technologies, as well as commentaries that challenge
the community to consider incorporating these techniques in its
approach to diverse biological and medical problems.
Publications that signi®cantly advance our understanding of the
skin and its diseases must be our highest goal. We must seek,
review, and publish in a timely fashion articles that will impact the
wide range of investigative areas of our science for years or decades.
To accomplish this, we will broaden our scope to include areas of
study not traditionally covered by the JID. For many studies,
preventing or ameliorating disease is an important goal, and reports
describing new endeavors in the clinical and therapeutic ®elds of
dermatology will be encouraged, while we continue to support the
traditional research agenda of cutaneous biology.
Science is international and has been for centuries; Dr. Rudy
Baer translated the ®rst two articles in the JID into English! What a
commitment on the part of our forefathers! We are no less
international today, and electronic communications support inter-
nationalism as never before. In the simpler world of 1938 there
were printed journals and scienti®c meetings, and that was the
extent of scienti®c communication. Successfully incorporating the
opportunities that have come with the electronic revolution will be
an important issue for our editorial team, and we intend to use
them to improve and increase the impact of our journal.
With more than half of our articles originating outside the USA,
we already bene®t from the rapid communication the Internet and
Email can provide. To succeed in this competitive electronic
environment, we need the best in the world on the JID team as
authors, reviewers, and editors; to meet that need, we have
established an accomplished Editorial Board representative of
investigative dermatology's international base as well as the diverse
research interests of our membership.
The JID has an important role as an enabler of the scienti®c
process. We do not do the research, obtain the grants, or write the
articles ± that is your task, gentle reader. We are committed to and
pledge ourselves to providing the peer review and publication of
exemplary articles printed and stored in cyberspace, in an
outstanding and timely fashion.
Dr. Conrad Hauser and his editorial team carried the torch in an
admirable fashion, moving the JID forward in science and into the
electronic age. We are all grateful for his hard work and wise
stewardship of the JID over the last 5 years. Now the torch crosses
the Atlantic to North Carolina. The ¯ame has never been brighter,
and we will be prudent and imaginative stewards of the knowledge
and understanding that emanates to us from our investigative
community.
For the Editorial Board
Lowell A. Goldsmith
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